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PRISONS OF EVIL 


The monsters of punishment 


The punishments depicted in the previous chapters are only a small 
sampling of the different punishments that have been used throughout 
history. Although lock-ups and other restraining or holding places as 
punishments have been used almost since punishment began, the use of 
prison, a massive, permanent structure, is comparatively recent—a 
couple of hundred years. When whipping was abolished in Brazil, 
Great Britain and Russia, in the 19" century, along with all the other 
corporal punishments reviewed so far, prisons arose in their place. And 
in their extreme form, prisons came to be called Gulags in Russia and 
mass incarceration in the West and elsewhere. Of all criminal punish- 
ments, it is now the universal punishment for serious crime, with one 
major exception, Islamic countries that have retained whipping and 
other bodily punishments dating back to the bible and ordained by the 
Koran. That said, when whipping was abolished, it simply moved 
inside prison walls, the more primitive of which were gaols (jails) 
supposedly holding places, usually awaiting transportation. or, once at 
the destination, awaiting servitude. However the enormous prisons we 
see today have an imposing ancestor, the great castles and monasteries 
of centuries ago, built to keep people out, and shortly thereafter to keep 
people in. As we will see, not only have monasteries been turned into 
prisons. So have shopping malls. 
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Mont Saint Michel 

















Graphic 95. Prototype for a Prison. Mont Saint Michel, Normandy, France. 
From The Century Illustrated Monthly Magazine, May To October, 1904. 
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The crime. Being on the wrong side of history. 
The punishment. Quarantined in Mon Saint Michel. 


Why it matters. The ancient practice of isolating miscreants, enemies, 
hostages, criminals, those most feared by communities, such as lepers 
the deformed, crazy and just plain sick and diseased, most likely 
predated devices of incapacitation such as jails or chains. The practice 
of quarantine, the mass separation of identifiable groups of outsiders 
from society is maybe the earliest forerunner of mass incarceration. 
Some places of quarantine were voluntary, such as monasteries, others 
involuntary such as islands for leper colonies. First inhabited by a 
hermit in ancient Roman times, Mon Saint Michel began life as a 
monastery in 8" C.E. the home of Irish Monks. It is separated from the 
mainland of Normandy France by about half a mile of sea, with rapidly 
changing tides that make accessing it treacherous, to say the least. In 
1469, King Louis XI of France built an abbey there, but quickly 
recognized its advantages of isolation and turned it into a prison for 
those whose politics he found objectionable. It remained a prison until 
the republican revolution that found it also useful for its detractors. It is 
now a tourist attraction inhabited by about 30 permanent residents. 
There are many prisons around the world that have become tourist 
attractions, as we will see further in this chapter. 
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Gaols (Jails) for Whipping and Chaining 





Graphic 96. (Left). Gaol wall chain. Richmond Gaol, Tasmania, Australia. 
Graphic 97. (Right). The whipping triangle (“A” frame) at Richmond Gaol, 
Tasmania, Australia to which convicts were tied and whipped. Photographs by 
the author, March 2018. 


The crime. Prison escape, shooting a police officer. 


The punishment. Extra 10 years in prison and 12 lashes with the cat- 
o’-nine tails. 


Why it matters. The last person to be whipped for a crime in Australia 
was William John O’Meally in 1957. The punishment was administered 
on October 31, 1957. He was previously sentenced to a life term for 
murdering a police officer, so the judge reasoned that adding another 
10 years to his term had little meaning. He therefore added the 12 
lashes. The sentence was appealed all the way to the supreme court, 
which nevertheless affirmed the sentence. An added punishment for 
discipline in gaol was the punishment where inmates were chained to 
the wall as shown in Graphic 141 above. These punishments represent 
the foundation of prisons as the solution to severe punishment: the 
incapacitation of the culprit, coupled with the infliction of bodily pain 
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Richmond Gaol (Jail) 

















Graphic 98. Prisoner Bewley Tuck from a poster at Richmond Gaol. 
Photograph by the author, Match 2018., Richmond, Tasmania. 


The crime. Stealing a loaf of bread. 


The punishment. Transportation to Australia for seven years. 


Why it matters. Bewley Tuck continued to misbehave after 
transportation to Tasmania: absconding, misconduct, drunkenness, 
neglect of work, and, a truly dreadful offense, “making clothes for 
himself.” He spent time at Port Arthur prison and in chain gangs of 
Richmond and Bridgewater gaols (jails). Pardoned in 1862, he was 
sent back to Port Arthur for committing “an unnatural act.” 
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Tower of London 
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raphic 99. Execution of the Duke of Northumberland on Tower Hill, (1840) 
Illustration by George Cruikshank for The Tower of London: An Historical 


Romance by William Harrison Ainsworth, published by Richard Bentley, 
London, (1840). 
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The crime. Treason: attempting to usurp the throne of England by 
installing his cousin, Lady Jane Grey, on the throne. 


The punishment. Hanged on Tower Hill before 1,000 people. 


Why it matters. Prisons are essentially fortresses, designed to keep 
people out, but whose most effective function turns out to be to keep 
people in, and to hide from the public what goes on behind the walls. 
The Tower began as a palace, was at various times used as a mint and 
keeper of the crown jewels, but from 1100 to 1952 it was used essentially 
as a prison. Some of its famous inhabitants were The Duke of Marl- 
borough for several months, but saved from the death penalty when his 
fortunes changed; Sir Walter Raleigh and Elizabeth I before she 
became Queen. Contrary to popular belief, not all that many were 
executed in the tower itself, but outside on Tower Hill. The last 
persons to be executed in the tower were 12 men for espionage during 
World War II. 
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Chain Gang 
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Graphic 101. Convict Labor. 
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The crime. Stealing 3 chickens. 


The punishment. 7 years transportation. 


Why it matters. On October 15, 1833, Thomas King was sentenced to 
seven years transportation and transported to Tasmania, where he 
continued to commit various offenses, the main one being disobed- 
ience. However, these additional offenses caused him to be variously 
sentenced to extended terms in the Hobart and Richmond gaols (jails), 
with hard labor on their respective chain gangs. Chain gang service 
was also commonly added to a sentence of transportation. The building 
of gaols in Australia was patterned on those in England, where they 
were also going through a substantial expansion of building large, solid 
brick prisons. In the United States many railway lines and roads were 
built by chain gangs. This punishment was made infamous in the movie 
Cool Hand Luke, in which the protagonist (antagonist more like it) 
played by Paul Newman is sentenced to prison for smashing parking 
meters. He remains recalcitrant, regardless of extreme punishments 
(the “hole” among them), and eventually is killed when he tries to 
escape from the chain gang. Gaols and prisons also served additional 
purposes, as holding places while other punishments such as the death 
penalty hard labor, the treadmill, and whipping. were administered. 
The iconic gaol of history may be the Tower of London where 
miscreant royals and politicians were held, sometimes for years, before 
eventual execution. 
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The Silent Prison 























Graphic 103. Pentonville Prison Chapel. From Mayhew, The Criminal 
Prisons of London and Scenes of Prison Life, (1862). 
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The Crime. Murdering a police officer. 
The Punishment. Life in prison. 


Why it matters. Richard Dennis stabbed a NYC police officer to death 
in 1971. He is the longest serving prisoner at Auburn state prison, 
opened in 1816. The “silent system” of treating prisoners was intro- 
duced to the Auburn prison in New York by Warden John D. Gray, 
following the enlightened example of Eastern State penitentiary. This 
required that prisoners were never to speak or even look at each other, 
and were kept in solitary confinement. Gray forbade all commun- 
ication between inmates, they were to remain completely silent so that 
they would lose their “sense of self.” The illustration of the Pentonville 
chapel shows how this system demanded special architecture: each 
prisoner has his own little box so that he can neither look at or speak to 
his neighbor. Gray at Auburn was followed by the infamous Elam 
Lynds in 1821, who believed that flogging was the best way to incul- 
cate discipline. He also introduced a method of “transporting” convicts 
that would seem to subvert the silent system: prisoners must lock their 
arms to the prisoner in front of them, but at the same time not look at 
other inmates or at the guards. Such is the ingenuity of humans to 
devise ways of punishing. Of course at the time it was not called 
punishment, but rather rehabilitation. 
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Newgate Prison Inside 











Graphic 104. Inside the infamous Newgate Prison in London, around 1800. 
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The crime. Robert Blackbourne was found guilty of being a Jacobite 
conspirator, part of an assassination plot to kill king William IIL. 


The punishment. Imprisoned at Newgate without trial for fifty years 
where he died in 1748. 


The crime. Elizabeth Cellier was found guilty of high treason against 
James II; the “meal-tub-plot” so-called because incriminating docu- 
ments concerning a false “popish plot” were kept in a meal tub. 


The punishment. Imprisoned at Newgate from 1679 to 1680 


The crime. William Penn was found guilty of preaching in the street to 
an assembly of more than 5 persons. 
The punishment. Penn was held in Newgate during his raucous trial 
in 1670, in which the jury returned a verdict of not guilty. He was then 
also locked up by the judge who had demanded that it return a verdict 
of guilty. Penn eventually prevailed. 
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Newgate Prison Outside 








Graphic 105. Hanging at the wall, outside Newgate in the early 1800s. 
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The crime. Murder by Catherine Wilson, serial killer. 


The punishment. Hanged outside Newgate in 1862. 


Why it matters. Newgate prison was first built in 1188 at the command 
of king Henry II, its purpose being to house the accused while their 
case was under trial. The gaol (jail) was rebuilt in 1422 and destroyed 
in the Great Fire of London in 1666, then rebuilt in 1672 by Sir 
Christopher Wren. In 1770 the building was enlarged again but in 1780 
when it was almost finished it was destroyed during the Gordon riots 
and was rebuilt again in 1782. As can be seen by the cases accom- 
panying graphic 146, the gaol housed a variety of offenders. It most 
likely served as a model for the building of more substantial prisons to 
house inmates for longer periods. Executions were conducted outside 
the prison walls and later when public executions were abolished in 
England and elsewhere, inside the prison—an important turning point 
in the history of criminal punishment. 
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Port Arthur Prison Colony 






Graphic 106. Australia’s “first railroad.” 








Graphic 107. Port Arthur Prison ca. 1870. 
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The crime. David Poultney, a poacher guilty of shooting and wound- 
ing a gamekeeper. 


The punishment. Death, commuted after petition to seven years trans- 
portation to Port Arthur penal settlement. 


Why it matters. The shining example of convict labor was the building of 
“Australia’s first railway” from Norfolk Bay to Port Arthur. It was not 
really a railway: wooden rails, rail cars pushed by convicts. The railway 
cut through thick Tasmanian bush, lashed by constant cold winds and 
rain. But these convicts may have got it easy. They could have been 
assigned to the nearby coal mines. While the stories of the Port Arthur 
penal colony are full of dreadful cruelty, violence and horror, never- 
theless, many offenders cycled through the colony—some 75,000 
individuals over the several decades of its operation. David Poultney, 
assigned as a “field police officer,” received a conditional pardon after 
seven years, married, and became a respected land owner. The 
majority of those arriving at Port Arthur did not see the inside of the 
prison. But those who did, (maybe 10%) were incarcerated or whipped 
as a “secondary punishment,” i.e., they misbehaved once they arrived 
in Port Arthur or Hobart and were assigned to hard labor of the day, 
many suffering physical tortures. 
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Eastern State Penitentiary 





Graphic 108. Eastern State Penitentiary Aerial View. Photograph courtesy of 
the Eastern State Penitentiary Historical Association. 








Graphic 109. Front Gate, Eastern State Penitentiary. Photograph courtesy of 
the Eastern State Penitentiary Historical Association. 
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The crime. Murder. 


The punishment. 20 years imprisonment. 


Why it matters. Freda Frost was the last female prisoner to inhabit 
Eastern State. In 1923 she was transferred to Muncy Industrial Home 
for Women. The opening of Eastern State Penitentiary in 1829 signaled 
the start of America’s mass incarceration solution. Its looming, castle-like 
edifice swallowed up more and more inmates, while hiding from the 
populace the machinery of pain inside the walls. Its outward design, 
especially the entrance conveys a well-fortified secret place, built as 
much to keep people out as keep people in. There is some similarity 
between its outward appearance and that of Newgate prison. However 
the wheel and spoke design of Eastern Penitentiary was well ahead of 
its time, to be repeated in many hundreds of prisons throughout the 
world. 
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Pentonville, U.K. 
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Graphic 110. Illustration of Pentonville, ca. 19" century. 























Graphic 111. Birdseye View of Pentonville from a drawing 
in the report of the Surveyor-General of prisons. 
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The crime. Gross indecency (i.e. homosexuality). 
The punishment. 2 years in Pentonville prison. 


Why it matters. Famed playwright Oscar Wilde was imprisoned in Pent- 
onville. He suffered under the silent system that deprived him of his 
notebooks or any books to read, though eventually these were allowed. 
Wilde wrote a number of books and letters in prison and once released he 
left for France where he died, never to return to the U.K. Pentonville was 
built according to the classic spoke and wheel design, considered at the 
time the best example of prison reform. 
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Alcatraz 





Graphic 112. The press Views Alcatraz in the Wake of the Violent Riots of 
1946. 





Graphic 113. Dead Alcatraz escapees . 
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The crime. Tax evasion. 
The punishment. Life in prison. 


Why it matters. The most infamous inmate of Alcatraz, though there 
were many such criminals locked up there, was Al Capone to serve a 
life term for tax evasion. Perhaps more notorious was the violent criminal 
Robert Stroud turned bird expert that spawned the movie, The Birdman 
of Alcatraz. The prison was bought by the Department of Justice from 
the military and in 1934 it became a regular prison. As prisons go, they 
are rated by their escapes, and there were several attempts at Alcatraz, 
the most famous being that of the Anglin brothers and Frank Morris in 
1962. They were never found, believed to have drowned in the cold 
waters of San Francisco Bay. But the possibility that they made it still 
lives on, perpetuated by movies and TV shows. Many other escapes 
failed such as those photographed at left who died in their attempts. 
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Graphic 114. Sing Sing Prison, 1855. Engraving. Ballou's Pictorial 
Drawing-Room Companion, Boston, Massachusetts. 





FBI No. 4,731,702 
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DESCRIPTION 


Age: 31, born May 11, 1931, Donalsonville, Georgia (not supported by birth records) 
Height: 5/11” Complexion: Light 
Waitnhe. 160 ta TAR Ronnds Race: White. 











Graphic 115. Sing Sing escapee wanted poster. 
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The crime. Multiple murder. 


The punishment. 25 years to life. Six consecutive life sentences. 


Why it matters. Sing Sing prison, incredibly, is still in operation in Ossin- 
ing New York, currently holding about 2,000 inmates. It was also the 
home of “Old Sparky” the electric chair, last used on Eddie Lee Mays in 
1963. One of the more infamous inmates is David Berkowitz “Son of 
Sam” who killed six people with a.44 caliber revolver. He was denied 
parole for the fifteenth time in June 2016. Willie Sutton was probably the 
most famous escapee of Sing Sing and elsewhere. He was sent there in 
1931 and he made his first of 5 escapes in 1932. He robbed another bank 
and was sentenced to 25 to 50 years at Eastern State Penitentiary where he 
planned another escape was caught, and sentenced to life in Philadelphia 
county prison. He escaped again, was caught and this time sent to New 
York’s Attica prison. There he remained until 1969 when, in ill health, he 
was eventually paroled. 
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Stateville, U.S.A. 





Graphic 116. Inside Stateville Prison. 
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The crime. Murder and rape. 
The punishment. Execution. 


Why it matters. John Wayne Gacy was a serial killer who raped and 
murdered 33 boys and young men in 1980. He was housed in Stateville 
until May 9, 1994, where he was executed by lethal injection. State- 
ville prison, located in Joliet near Chicago, was opened in 1925 to 
house 1,506 inmates. Its design mirrors that of Jeremy Bentham the 
great utilitarian of igth century England. That design was the “panopticon” 
a round facility in which the central guard house could view all 
inmates in every cell. This idea of surveillance of prisoners gave rise to 
the classic spoke and wheel design of prisons. One must remember that 
prisoners vastly outnumber guards in any prison. It therefore makes a 
lot of “sense” to keep the prisoners locked down and under surveill- 
ance 24 hours a day. Stateville was closed in 2016. 
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Kilmainham Gaol, Dublin 









—— 


erior of Dublin Kilmainham Gaol. 
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Graphic 117. Int 
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The crime. Incitement under the Coercion Act. 
The punishment. Imprisonment, unknown duration, awaiting trial. 


Why it matters. In 1887, William O’Brien, Irish republican politician 
and activist, was incarcerated in the gaol (jail) after his trial in the 
county courthouse where some 8,000 people rioted outside in what 
later was called the Michelstown Massacre. O’Brien refused to wear 
prison clothing so was denied any clothes at all. A tweed suit was even- 
tually smuggled into him. In 1889 he escaped from a courtroom and 
fled to America. Many participants in various Irish republican rebel- 
lions were imprisoned in Kilmainham gaol. First built in 1796, the 
prison was closed in 1924. Its restoration as an historic site began in 
1960. The similarity between Stateville and this prison is obvious, both 
having all cells in a circular design facing a center area, maximizing 
surveillance. 
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El Helicoide Sabaneta Prison, Venezuela 









Graphic 118. Helicoide, shopping mall prison. 
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Graphic 119. Prison cell, Sabaneta Prison, Venezuela. 
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The crime. Organizing protests. 
The punishment. Handcuffed to a metal gate for 28 days. 


Why it matters. Villca Fernandez was arrested in 2016 and taken to El 
Helicoide prison by the National Bolivarian Intelligence Service. This 
prison was originally a shopping mall, the building of which began in 
1955, but was never completed after the fall of the Pérez Jiménez 
dictatorship in 1958. After various attempts to use the space, it was 
finally taken over by the government of Rafael Caldera to make it a 
police headquarters in 1994, and it fast became a prison for political 
prisoners. 


The crime. Weapons smuggling. 
The punishment. Held in Helicoide prison awaiting trial. 


Why it matters. Roberto Marrero, the chief of staff to Venezuelan 
opposition leader Juan Guaid6 and others were charged with a plot to 
kill embattled president Maduro. He was arrested on March, 21, 2019, 
on a count of weapons smuggling though also accused of treason, 
conspiracy and assisting the opposition to take down president 
Maduro. Marrero was taken to Sabaneta prison (Maracaibo National 
Prison, also called El Helicoide) to await trial, where as of June 26 
2019 he remains. The photograph shows well enough the conditions 
there. 
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Maxi-Maxi Prison, U.S.A. 





Graphic 120. ADX Florence supermax prison, Colorado. 
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The crime. Attempted bombing of an airplane. 
The punishment. Life in solitary confinement. 


Why it matters. Though Florence is perhaps the most “modern” prison in 
the world, its design continues the basic wheel and spoke plan of 
earlier prisons, such as Pentonville, but on a grander scale. Umar 
Farouk Abdulmutallab, the “underwear bomber,” remains in the 
Supermax H-Unit, solitary confinement for 23 hours a day, in a 12 ft. 
by 7 ft. soundproof cell, 3 phone calls a month allowed to family. 
There is much discussion as to whether solitary confinement is torture 
(cruel and unusual) or not. It is the ultimate physical and mental 
punishment that can be applied to an individual without it being 
classified as “corporal punishment.” 
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Tadmor Prison, Syria 
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Graphic 121. Tadmor military prison, originally built by 
the French in the city of Palmyra. 





Graphic 122. Destruction of Tadmor Prison. 
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The crime. Praying in a mosque in 1984. 
The punishment. 12 years detention and torture. 


Why it matters. Bara Sarraj was interrogated under torture with demands 
that he give up names of accomplices and sign a confession that he was 
not permitted to read. Sarraj was eventually released along with some 
1,000 other inmates in 1995 on a sudden command by president Hafez 
al-Assad. Amnesty International rates this prison as the most oppressive in 
the world. On June 27, 1980, an attempted assassination of president 
Hafez-al-Assad resulted in the military entering the prison and killing 
an estimated 1,000 inmates in their cells and dormitories. In May 2015, 
ISIS blew up the prison. 
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Gitarama Central Prison, Rwanda 





Graphic 123. Gitarama Central Prison, Rwanda. 


The crime. Genocide. 
The punishment. Prison and torture without trial 


Why it matters. Originally built for 400, Gitarama now houses 7,000. 
According to Zeenews some 7 inmates die each day and other prisoners 
attack, kill and eat each other. There are additional reports that on July 
7, 2014 there was a fire in Muhanga prison (formerly Gitarama prison) 
in which prisoners were incinerated in their cells, according to the Red 
Cross. Prisons became universal largely because they were exported by 
the West to its many colonies. Colonization was to bring with it mod- 
ernization and development to the colonized. Sadly, mass incarceration 
has been taken to the extreme in Rwanda which, one might have 
hoped, would have shaken off the insidious insertion of prison into the 
established criminal justice of Rwanda. 
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Carandiru Prison, Brazil 








The crime. Prison revolt. 


The punishment. Attacked by police dogs and shot. 


Why it matters. Carandiru penitentiary was one of the worst prisons 
in the world. It is still notorious for the massacre that occurred in 1992 
in response to a revolt of 2,069 prisoners against 15 guards. Military 
police were called in and, according to Wikipedia, prisoners were 
stripped and locked into cells, shot, and in some instances killed by 
police dogs. 111 prisoners were killed and 37 injured. The prison was 
demolished on December 8, 2002. Perhaps the best example of prison 
reform? 
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La Santé a Paris 





Graphic 125. (Left.) Spoke design plan 1871, Copied from Pentonville. 
Graphic 126. (Right). Inside view of one spoke. 
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The crime. Terrorism and spying. 
The punishment. Life in prison. 


Why it matters. The notorious Carlos the Jackal began his life sentence 
here in 1975 for murdering three agents of the French Government. 
However, opened in 1867, this prison is best known in the modern era 
for being renovated. It is hard to see how such a prison could be reno- 
vated, without completely demolishing it. Yet the call for renovation 
did not come until its chief medical officer Véronique Vasseur 
published a diary describing it as a filthy rat infested prison, over- 
crowded and dominated by violence. The renovations began in 2004, 
during which sections of the prison were also opened to tourists. 
Among the three known escapes from the prison, the most famous was 
that of Michel Vaujour whose wife Nadine scooped him up in a 
helicopter. 
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The Gulag 








20 km. south of the Arctic Circle. A 1930s 
photograph. 


Graphic 127. Gulag Vorkuta, | 
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The crime. In the Stalin era, anything, real or imagined. 


The punishment. Killed or maimed by work. 


Why it matters. Strictly speaking, Gulag is a Russian term that refers to 
an enormous government bureaucracy devoted to the punishment of 
miscreants. It reached its height during the Stalin era, when, with an ironic 
twist, the “workers republic” of the USSR punished miscreants with work, 
many worked to death. The bureaucratic administration itself is the mons- 
trous structure of punishment, spread over far flung desolate areas of 
Russia. In contrast to the British and American stone-and-steel structures 
of the West, the Gulag was comprised thousands of work sites, made up of 
dormitories or bungalows, each spread over a large area. In their nicest 
version, they were in concept not unlike the prison farms one sees here 
and there in Western countries today. One can see from the above picture 
that there are no large walls to keep prisoners in. Rather, the wall is the 
vast wilderness that surrounds the camps that serve the same purpose as 
do the monolithic prisons of the West: they isolate and hide the punish- 
ment from society. Work camps still exist in Russia, but they have been 
overcome by the traditional prisons of the West, such as Black Dolphin on 
the Kazakhstan border, or the largest, Vladimir Prison near Moscow. 


190 PRISONS OF EVIL 


Vladimir Central Prison 
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The crime. In the Stalin era, anything, real or imagined. 


The punishment. 8 years in Vladimir prison.. 


Why it matters. Vladimir Prison, established by Empress Catherine II in 
1783, is the largest prison in Russia (approximately 1,220 inmates) and 
located about 100 miles north of Moscow. Since its inception it has 
housed a variety of political prisoners including spies, saboteurs, terrorists, 
Trotskyites, anarchists, and many others. However, after the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union, it became a regular prison for criminals of many kinds. 
Of the many notable inmates, one in particular was Vasily Dzhugashvili, 
son of Joseph Stalin. He was a pilot during World War II, and a general at 
the age of 24, but upon Stalin’s death in 1953, he became an alcoholic and 
was arrested for various dangerous activities, one involving explosives, and 
was sentenced to 8 years in Vladimir Prison. The most notable American 
inmate was Francis Gary Powers, American pilot, shot down in a U2 spy 
plane on 1 May 1960, and imprisoned here until February 1962 


